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The Development and Demonstration of a Korean
Sign Language Textbook for the Deaf

The primary purpose of this study was to develop and demonstrate a
sign language textbook for the Deaf adults by analyzing sign language
textbooks for the Deaf in Korea and overseas, setting educational
objectives and curricula based on a survey on the Deaf learners, and
summarizing the principles of textbook development. Major tasks and

results of this study are as presented below.

Chapter [ describes the purpose, necessity, scope, method, participants

and schedule of this study.

Chapter II presents the results of analyzing sign language textbooks
for the learners who learn sign language through a second language due
to the lack of sign language textbooks for the Deaf in their native
languages. Target textbooks of analysis include 9 Korean textbooks
published since 2000 and Signing Naturally and The American Sign
Language Phrase Book of the United States. Items of analysis are
comprised of external and internal compositions of textbooks, divided

into textbook compositions, curricula and textbook characteristics.

Chapter III explains the results of the survey on the learners and
detailed design of the syllabus. For the survey on the learners, an FGI
(Focus Group Interview) was conducted on 7 Deaf adults to analyze the
purpose of learning, method of learning, period of learning, textbook
composition, lecture composition and operation method. Based on the

survey results, the syllabus was designed with three domains including



sign language function, sign language knowledge and sign language
attitude and four contents including expressing in sign language,

understanding sign language, grammar in sign language and Deaf culture.

Chapter VI describes the objectives of sign language textbook
development for the Deaf adults, textbook characteristics and textbook
unit system based on the survey and analysis introduced in Chapters II
and II. The results of demonstration are presented as well. Textbook
characteristics are divided into target level of textbook, hours of
learning, number and composition of textbook units, sign language
photographs and videos on the textbook. The textbook unit system is
comprised of 5 wunits and 10 chapters. Lastly, the results of 3
demonstrations based on different units and participants are presented
with  textbook compositions, lecture compositions, satisfaction about
lecturers, and lecture time. Suggestions are made on composition of sign

language textbooks and lecture operation.

The outcome of this study can be summarized as below. The
significance of this study is in developing a textbook for the Deaf by
analyzing sign language textbooks based on a second language and
conducting a survey on the Deaf learners, as there is a serious lack of
sign language textbooks for the Deaf. Also, the textbook developed in
this study can be evaluated through further demonstration and utilized as
education material for the sustainable development of sign language

textbooks for the Deaf and training of sign language instructors for the

Deaf.
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